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COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Re.: Application No. 10/684,485 
Art Unit: 3712 
Examiner: Faye Francis 



Dear Sir/Madam, 

Following please find the below described materials for filing in the above identified 
application for patent: 

Cheque in the amount of $130 payable to 'Commissioner for Patents' 
in payment of the filing fee for a petition; 

Letter of Transmittal on: 1 sheet; (this one) 

'Petition Under MPEP 708.02 VIII 

for Accelerated Examination' on: 1 1 sheets; 

Copies of References Cited on: 82 sheets; 



Please file the above identified materials in the above identified application for patent. 
Thank you kindly for your service; 
Respectfully yours, 



21 June 2004 



Total: (1) cheque & 94 sheets. 




Peter O'D. Gibson, Reg. #34,605 
Phone: 410/358-5912; Fax -9636 
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PETITION UNDER MPEP 708.02 VIII: ACCELERATED EXAMINATION 



1 A. Petition & Fee 

2 Applicant respectfully submits that the present petition c to make special' is being filed 

3 with the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(h) in compliance with MPEP 708.02 VIII, item (A). 
4 

5 B. Direction of Claims to a Single Invention 

6 Applicant respectfully submits that all claims are directed to a single invention, as 

7 opposed to "two or more independent and distinct inventions (being) claimed in one 

8 application" (35 U.S.C. 121) as present base claim 1 is "generic to all the claimed species 

9 and all the claims to species in excess of one are written in dependent form (§ 1.75) or 

10 otherwise include all the limitations of the generic claim" (37 CFR § 1. 141) in compliance 

1 1 with MPEP 708.02 VIII, item (B). 
12 

13 C. Pre-Examination Search 

14 Applicant respectfully states that a full and proper pre-examination search, in 

1 5 accordance with the U.S. Patent Office Classification System, was personally conducted in 

16 the U.S. Patent Office by the present applicant's representative comprehensive of all prior 

1 7 art, domestic and foreign, available in said Office, classified in the below listing of the field 

18 of search by class and subclass: 

1 9 Field of Search 

20 Class 446: Amusement Devices: Toys; 

21 Subclass 321: Figure Toy or Accessoiy Therefor; Having Selectively Displayed 

22 Alternative Face, Limbs, or Bodies; 

06/23/^004 BSftYflSIl 00000016 10684485 continued 
01 FC:1460 130.00 OP 
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1 


Subclass 373: 


Figure Toy or Accessoiy Therefor; Having Enclosed Reinforcing or 


2 




Skeletal Portion; 




3 


Subclass 375: 


Figure Toy 


or Accessoiy Therefor; Having Enclosed Reinforcing or 


4 




Skeletal Portion; Including Pivoted Joint; 


5 


Subclass 376: 


Figure Toy or Accessory Therefor; Having Movably Joined Body Parts; 


6 


in compliance with MPEP 708.02 VIII item (C). 


7 
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D. Copy of References 






9 


Applicant respectfully submits that "one 


copy each of the references deemed most 


10 


closely related to the subject matter encompassed by the claims" is being submitted with the 


11 


present petition in compliance with MPEP 708.02 VIII, item (D). 
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1 References Cited, continued 

2 Patent No. * Inventor Date Title 

3 US 6,422,871 Shepard 23 July '02 Educational System, Method and Doll for 

4 Teaching Individuals Their Emotions Employing 

5 Sets of Faces Expressing Different Emotions 

6 With Plural States 

7 US 6,447,359 Crump 10 Sep '02 Memorial Novelty Doll Device Having Integral 

8 Sound Producing Means and Kit and Method for 

9 Customizing the Same 
10 US 6,494,763 Hastey 17 Dec '02 Life-Like Doll 

11 

12 E. Detailed Discussion 

13 Applicant respectfully submits that a detailed discussion of the references 'deemed 

14 most closely related to the subject matter encompassed by the claims 5 is submitted herein, 

1 5 as presented below, that points out, with the particularity required by 37 CFR § 1. 1 1 1 (b) & 

16 (c) how and why the presently claimed invention is patentably distinct in view of said 

1 7 references and the pertinent prior art represented thereby in compliance with MPEP 708.02 

18 VIII, item (E). 

1 9 Discussion of the References Cited 

20 Leathers discloses a doll with rubber skin, preferably dip molded, and sponge rubber, 

21 preferably vulcanized, interior encasing a rigid skeletal structure having joints. The joints 

22 preferably are 'friction hinges' made from stamped metal pieces with adjacent disc portions 

23 held together by a grommet or coil spring elements. 

3 



Application No. 10/684,485 Ait Unit: 3712 Examiner; Faye Francis 

Matthew McMullen 'Full Size Fully Articulated Doll With Filed: Oct. 15, 2003 

With Selectively Displayed Alternative Faces' 



PETITION UNDER MPEP 708.02 VIII: ACCELERATED EXAMINATION 

1 Hales discloses a "life-like figure of a manikin comprising a jointed skeleton covered 

2 with a flexible outer covering of sponge rubber or similar elastic material." (col. 1, lines 6 - 

3 9) Ball and socket joints are used "in which the friction . . . may be controlled by adjustment 

4 so that the various members of the frame may be adjusted to different positions until moved" 

5 (col. 1, lines 11 - 16). "The skeleton is made of tubular metal frame-work of aluminum or 

6 similar light metal" (col. 2, lines 40 - 42) or other sufficiently strong, light, and rigid 

7 material. Coil springs internal to threaded tubular skeletal members are biased against the 

8 ball joints and adjustment of the resulting friction adjusted by varying the depth of the 

9 threaded engagement. A bilateral hollow shell portion for the chest and the abdominal 

10 regions is further disclosed. Hollow spaces about the tubular skeletal members are provided 

1 1 to facilitate freedom of movement within the elastomeric body. 

12 Johnson et al. disclose an 'Articulated Fashion Doll': "with limbs that move in a 

13 lifelike manner " A "double ball-and-socket joint" "permits turning and tilting of the head", 

14 "combined ball-and-socket and pin" joints are used in the shoulders and a "double-pin joint" 

1 5 (Abstract) is used for the wrists. Plastic is used for the body, the skin is vinyl. The legs have 

1 6 lateral ball and socket joints facilitating outward as well as forward and backward movement. 

1 7 And the feet have rachet joints facilitating positioning with low or high heels. 

1 8 Madrell discloses a rag doll "provided with separate face elements (1 1) in the form 

1 9 of pieces of cloth" attachable "by burr-type fastening material (12, 13)" (Abstract) that "have 

20 a form such that they can readily be converted to a model of a swan, goose, or similar long- 

21 necked swimming bird" for which purpose "the foot potion of one, or preferably both legs 

22 is shaped and coloured to represent a bird's head and beak" (page 2, lines 17 - 24) and is 

23 further attachable, along with the head, to the body. It is further suggested that the aims be 

4 
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1 similarly attached and have "two parts of a Valero or other connection" "fixed to each of the 

, 2 two hands so (these) can be joined together in an attitude of prayer". "(T)his is necessary 

3 if the doll is to double as a swan" with fastening of palm of one hand to back of the other 

4 (page 2, lines 1 17 -124). The cloth face elements preferably "cany markings to indicate the 
• 5 features" e.g. laughing, crying, that "can be indicated by veiy simple variations in the 

6 markings". Blank faces a child can mark upon is also suggested (page 1, lines 45 - 58). 

» 

7 Catalano discloses a rag doll with interchangeable head covers having different colour 

8 hair, eyes, skin and expressions (extended title): 
9 

1 0 The doll has a head on which a cover, which has a face, hair, ears and nose on 

1 1 it, is threaded. The cover is made of fabric. Many different covers are used 

12 which have different combinations of hair, skin and eye colours and 

13 expressions. 

14 The cover is held on the head by a slide clasp fastener, elastic, strips of 

1 5 hooked pile fasteners, buttons or cords. The base of the cover has a collar. 

16 ADVANTAGE - The appearance of the doll can be varied. (English Abstract, 

17 in full) 
18 

1 9 Baker discloses a "method of educational play doll" comprising the steps of providing 

20 a plurality of alternative doll wigs, heads, and a body "molded into a female form with 

21 enlarged waist, hips and legs to simulate non-ideal, obvious surplus body fat in the waist, 

22 hips and legs"; "choosing from among the alternative doll wigs and doll head (sic) and 

23 assembling"; "providing a plurality of adult activity, educational playsets for role-playing in 

24 a given adult activity"; "choosing from among the adult activity playsets and outfitting the 

25 doll in the wardrobe of the given adult activity; and, allowing the user to role play in the 

26 given adult activity" (claim 1). 
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1 Perryman discloses a 'Doll With Interchangeable Faces' "constructed of a polyester 

2 material held within an outer casing to allow" machine washing and including a "plane and 

3 nondescript head portion" over which "a series of head slip covers" each "including a distinct 

4 facial expression, is slipped" (Abstract). Claim 1 reiterates "a plane and nondescript head 

5 portion" and states that the back of each head cover is divided "into two panels" with 

6 "cooperative fasteners formed on the head cover on opposite sides of the slit for securely 

7 closing the slit and securing the head cover about the head". The only other independent 

8 claim 9 repeats the phrase "plane and nondescript head portion" and the use of a head cover 

9 slitted in back to form two panels joined specifically with "hook and loop fasteners formed 

10 on opposite sides of the slit". 

1 1 Shepherd discloses "(a)n educational system for teaching individuals then emotions 

12 (that) employs a multiplicity of sets effaces " "(E)yes, eyebrows, a mouth and a nose (are) 

13 enclosed in a facial circle" that change in size hi accordance with subdued, normal and 

14 exaggerated states of expression (Abstract). Shepherd claims: "( a ) n educational doll" 

1 5 comprised of "a body having upper and lower portions; a head attached on said upper body 

16 portion of said body; a plurality of limbs; and means for attaching" the limbs "including at 

17 least one stretchable connector assembly ... having a fan folded section" (claims 1 & 10); 

1 8 and, dependency, this doll: "wherein said head has a surface adapted to have applied thereon 

19 a selected one of a multiplicity of different faces con-elated with one of a multiplicity of 

20 different emotions experienced by individuals" (claims 8 & 1 5); and "wherein said faces have 

21 a flat form and are detachably and interchangeably applied to a front surface of the head" 

22 (claims 9 & 16). 

23 continued 
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1 Crump discloses a doll "custom designed to resemble a specific person" characterized 

2 by "sex, hair color and style, eye color and the like 55 along with a "tape recording mechanism 

3 ... for the recording of the represented person's voice, if still living, or for the recording of 

4 voices by friends or relatives, if deceased ." (Abstract) Crump claims a "memorial novelty 

5 doll device and customizing kit 55 with: "a head having body 55 and "eye receiving means and 

6 a hair attachment means 55 ; "generic male 55 and female bodies with "head attachment means 55 

7 and a "receiving cavity" for "internal recording means 55 (claim 1) that may further include: 

8 "a head group ... having various shades of external color to simulate various skin tones" 

9 (claim 2); "eyes having an eye attachment means and selected from an eye group comprising 

10 blue eyes, brown", green, and black (claim 3); "a hair element ... selected from a hair group 

1 1 comprising brown hair, black hair, and blonde hair", curly, straight, long or short (claim 4); 

12 "A tape-recording mechanism, either located in the base or the rear of the invention (sic)" 

1 3 (claim 5) although the drawings show only a tape recorder disposed in a lower chest located 

14 cavity open to the front of either male or female doll. 

1 5 Hastey discloses a doll with "an internal structure (allowing) life-like movement and 

16 positioning or posing" including "segments connected together by pivot, twist or ball joints 

1 7 (with) resistance to movement, via friction or a detent, to hold the limbs and torso of the doll 

1 8 into given posed positions. (Abstract) This "poseable doll" (claims) has an internal structure 

1 9 enclosed by a body comprised of soft and flexible material, preferably silicone rubber, and 

20 is depicted as an adult cartoon type human female form having unrealistically long thin legs, 

2 1 narrow hips, large round breasts and buttocks, tiny head, hands, and feet; shown both nude 

22 and posed in a display box (200) wearing lingerie. "(T)he head 15 is a separate component" 

23 but "the seam or joint at the neck is concealed" and the "doll 100 is preferably 8-16, 10-14, 

7 
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1 12 or 13 inches tall." (column 5, lines 28 - 32) "The doll 100 is preferably posed within the 

2 box 200, to provide a more creative appearance" along with 'accessories' for the doll to be 

3 "posed using or otherwise interacting with" (column 5, lines 38 - 43). 

4 Summary of the Claimed Invention 

5 Applicant respectfully submits that the presently claimed invention, 'a figure toy 

6 amusement device 5 is comprised, according to sole base claim 1, of: 

7 a. "an articulated skeleton" with rigid members connected by movable j oints "encased 

8 in relatively soft, resilient material presenting an exterior form possessing the size and 

9 appearance of a human female" with the movable joints "enabling a range of motion 

10 approximating that of a human's" (lines 2-7); 

11 b . a head having "attachment means for a wig, a movable j aw . . . and a mouth lined with 

12 a smooth membrane and having a fluid receptacle located there behind" (lines 10 - 

13 13); 

14 c. a "face possessing lips, chin, nose, cheeks, eye sockets, and eyebrows all in an 

1 5 integral piece of soft resilient flexible material providing a verisimilitude of a female 

16 human face for said head in attached disposition thereon" (lines 14 - 16); 

17 d. a "torso possessing a bosom possessing human verisimilitude in shape and feel and 

18 a vulva located between said two legs line with a smooth membrane and having a 

19 fluid receptacle located there behind" (lines 17 - 19); 

20 providing, with wig, artificial eyeballs, "and said face attached to said head": "a full sized 

21 fully articulate doll with selectively displayed alternative faces and visual, postural, and 

22 palpable verisimilitude with a female human figure" (lines 20 - 23). 

23 Applicant respectively notes that the dependent claims further: provide a capacity for 

8 
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1 recorded speech, means of manually and automatically moving the jaws; and specify 

2 construction with rotatable, hinged, and combination rotatable and hinged movable joints as 

3 well as use of silicon rubber for simulated skin including, most significantly, a face mask that 

4 is preferably removably attached to a molded epoxy simulated skull. 

5 Applicant respectfully submits that the presently claimed doll, in contrast to the prior 

6 art cited, is necessarily of full size in order to fulfill its primary use for which reason c a fluid 

7 receptacle' is located behind the jaw and vulva and each are 'lined with a smooth 

8 membrane', also in contrast to the prior ait cited, and while full sized mannequins are known 

9 in the prior ait none are known to be fully articulated and it is further understood that 

10 dimensions are irrelevant to patentability unless critical to function. Secondly, applicant 

1 1 respectfully submits that while latex face masks achieving accurate human verisimilitude are 

12 also commonly known, none are known in the prior art to be removably attachable to a doll 

13 much less a fully articulated doll and hence the references cited, in providing either full 

14 articulation in a doll of typically diminutive size or alternative faces upon what is most 

15 commonly known as a rag doll, are considered the closest known prior art found in the 

16 search represented herein and conducted by the present applicant's representative. 

1 7 Applicant respectfully submits that, aside from the membrane lined mouth and vulva 

18 with fluid receptacle located therebehind, which elements patentably distinguish the 

1 9 presently claimed invention over the known prior ait, the capability of presenting alternative 

20 faces possessing human verisimilitude upon a fully articulated doll, regardless of size, 

2 1 comprises the patentable novelty clearly distinguishing the presently claimed invention over 

22 the prior art in accordance with 37 CFR §1.11 1(c) and a "face possessing lips, chin, nose, 

23 cheeks, eye sockets, and eyebrows all in an integral piece of soft resilient flexible material 

9 
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1 providing a verisimilitude of a female human face for said head in attached disposition 

2 thereon" (claim 1, lines 14 - 16) providing: "a full sized fully articulate doll with selectively 

3 displayed alternative faces and visual, postural, and palpable verisimilitude with a female 

4 human figure" (claim 1, lines 21 - 23) comprises 'the language of the claims patentably' 

5 distinguishing the presently claimed invention 'from the references' in accordance with 37 

6 CFR§ 1.111(b). 

7 Applicant respectfully acknowledges that most of the separate, individual, elements 

8 of the presently claimed invention are known to the prior art including: a fully articulated 

9 doll body, although not one that is full sized and in the present case size is critical to 

10 function; fastening means for a face to a doll enabling alternative faces, but not a face 

1 1 possessing verisimilitude to a human female face; and while other, dependent, aspects are 

12 also known in the prior art including: use of silicon rubber to obtain a 'life-like' feel in a 

13 human female formed doll and means for audio recording of human speech; these aspects 

1 4 are expressed in claims properly dependent upon base claim 1 and are hence allowable if said 

15 base claim is allowable. 

1 6 Applicant respectfully submits that it would not have obvious, in view of the prior art, 

17 to provide a "face ... in an integral piece of soft resilient flexible material providing a 

1 8 verisimilitude of a female human face for said head in attached disposition thereon" (claim 

19 1, lines 14 - 16) with "a full sized fully articulate doll" thereby providing "selectively 

20 displayed alternative faces and visual, postural, and palpable verisimilitude with a female 

21 human figure" (claim 1, lines 21-23) simply because the prior art lacks any suggestion of 

22 the same: the only alternative faces known to the prior ait are for rag dolls and the only fully 

23 articulated dolls known to the prior art possess only one face; there are no alternative faces 

10 
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1 possessing verisimilitude of a human face intended for dolls known to the prior art and no 

2 fully articulated dolls suggesting the use of alternative faces possessing verisimilitude with 

3 a human face. 

4 Applicant further respectfully submits that the presently claimed invention comprises 

5 patentable subject matter in being new and useful, that accurate depiction of the human 

6 female form cannot be as offensive as depiction of the same in a fantastic manner for display 

7 as in US 6,494,763, that the primary purpose of the presently claimed invention is to reduce 

8 aggressive masculine behavior toward women and that the same provides an effective means 

9 towards this end: "The availability of plausible substitutes to humans in the release of 

10 frustrated sexual urges is hence seen to provide an alternative to: (a) rape, (b) the 

1 1 contemplation of rape, (c) aggressive behavior generally, and (d) aggressive behavior toward 

12 women particularly." (specification, page 2, lines 21 - 24) 

1 3 Applicant respectfully submits, for all the reasons presented above, that the presently 

1 4 claimed invention is patentably distinguished over the prior ait by the language of the claims, 

1 5 possesses a patentable novelty with respect to the prior ait, is unobvious in view of the prior 

16 ait, comprises a new and useful invention, and is otherwise in full and proper condition for 

17 allowance which action is further respectfully and humbly requested. 
18 

1 9 Respectfully yours, 

22 Peter O'D. Gibson, Reg. #34,605 

23 Tel. 410/358-5912; Fax - 9636 
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Debra Newsom 
Abyss Creations L.L. C. 
475 East Carmel Street 

San Marcos, CA 92078 & Facsimile: 760/471-8417 

June 7 th 2004 

Dear Ms. Newsom, 

Thank you very kindly for the cheque in the amount of $1,330 received by DHL last 
Friday in time for a personal deposit with a human teller a day before paying my rent. A 
receipt of payment for this follows on a single sheet. 

Thank you also for the note and the message left indicating that no additional material 
beyond that in my possession is required for the body parts application. Some confusion 
must be admitted regarding latex vs. silicone. 

In any case both materials will be covered and the connection described by you to me last 
Thursday for connecting the head with a push on/pull off ball and socket included in the 
description as it doesn't hurt to mention alternatives. 

Please pardon my delay in transmitting this and one expected now in completing the body 
parts application: it will be complete a week from tomorrow rather than the end of this week. 
Something came up last Friday that hopes to be good news for me and my practice but 
required a little time immediately. 

In brief one of the Internet business method applications seems to be finally yielding some 
results and, as far as Matthew's applications are concerned, my expectations regarding the 
U.S. Patent Office seem to be validated: they have little choice but to follow then own rules 
in order to fulfill their duty to the country at large and inventors in particular. 

It was also read yesterday in Businessweek that California and Maryland are two of only five 
states that have received federal funds for the electronic touch screen voting machines and, 
as you indicated, California is suing Diebold for failure to use software approved by either 
the federal or state governments. 
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Debra Newsom 
Abyss Creations L.L.C. 
Jne 7 th 2004 
Page Two 



Evidently only $0.7 of $3.7 billion appropriated three years ago for new voting machines has 
been disbursed. There was also mention of receipts being desired by 'liberal activists and 
technologists' although this wasn't comiected with the suit in California. A professor at 
Johns Hopkins here in Baltimore was quoted as being concerned about the ease of 
manipulating results with these machines if no paper confirmation is provided. 

The cover story for this issue, editorial and other articles, called for changes in our political 
system. California was cited for genymandering Republicans out of the picture and 
Maryland for the same. The most blatant case, in Texas, was duly reported but not 
emphasized. Despite this obvious bias the basic violation of our political contract by the 
GOP was evident. But then my bias is clear as well. At least a repeat of 2000 was 
considered to be a bad thing and the general call for a return to democracy was clear. 

Thank you again for your timely assistance. It is preferred to file by hand delivery and 
obtain a receipt for the same and hence while this petition and response could be filed by 
mail now it is expected to file these with the body parts application on my next visit to the 
Patent Office either June 18 th or 21 st . 

It is realized that this will again require you to express mail me the declaration and payment 
of the balance due for the body parts application within the same week as its completion. 
The declaration and other two papers for Matthew's signature will at least be posted in 
advance to avoid having to use a fax copy. And there will still be a few days for any desired 
additions or modifications. 



Sincerely, 




patents 

J cftonovan 

pendincf 

Jeter Jibsoin 

Abyss Creations L.L.C. 
475 East Carmel Street 
San Marcos, CA 92078 
& Facsimile: 760/471-8417 




6320 Greeneprinq Avenue #304 
Baltimore, Maryland (MP) 21209 
Tel. 410/ 353 - 5912; Fax - 9636 
www.patentependlnq.corr] 



RECEIPT OF PAYMENT IN FULL 



June 7 th 2004 



Payment in the amount of $1,330 by Abyss Creations is hereby acknowledged as receipt 
in full for the preparation and filing of below described materials by Peter O 'Donovan 
Gibson on the behalf of Matthew McMullen, Inventor and Applicant in the concerned 
applications for U.S. Patent: 

L Petition Under MPEP 708.02 VIII to expedite examination of the 'Full Size Fully 
Articulated Doll With Selectively Displayed Alternative Faces', Application No. 
10/684,485, filed October 15 th 2003 in accordance with previous quotation of $600 
plus $130 filing fee; and a Preliminary Amendment in this application correcting 
some minor errors in the claims (no charge); 

2. Response to the Second Office Action in the application for design patent entitled 
'Substantially Spherical Resilient Material Flesh Colored Ball Having Simulated 
Darkened Nipple & Aureola', U.S. Design Patent Application No. 29/183,489; 
previously invoiced at $600. 

Copies of the above described materials have been provided with the exception of a copy of 
one reference cited in the petition following. A full copy of the filings including letters of 
transmittal and receipt of hand delivery will be furnished by post after filing expected in two 
weeks. Thank you for the opportunity to be of service. 

Sincerely, 



Peter O'Donovan Gibson, Reg. #34,605 
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(54) Improvements in or Relating to 
Dolls 



(57) A doll (particularly a rag doll) is 
provided with separate face elements 
( 1 1 ) in the form of pieces of cloth or 
other flexible material, each carrying 
markings representing various facial 
expressions, one of the face elements 
being removably affixed to a face 
portion (10) of the doll itself. In this 
way, the expression of the doll can be 



varied at will. The face elements are 
preferably fixed to the face portion by 
a burr-type fastening material (12, 
1 3). Preferably, at least some of the 
head and limbs are also separably 
connected to the trunk, again 
preferably by a burr-type fastening 
material. If the feet are formed to 
represent the head of a swan, by 
arrangement of the components of the 
doll, it can easily be converted to a 
model of a swan in the swimming 
position. 
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SPECIFICATION 

Improvements in or Relating to Dolls 

This invention relates to dolls. 
While it is applicable to dolls made of relatively 
5 hard material, such as plastics material, it is 
particularly suitable for application to rag dolls, 
i.e. dolls in which the body, head or limbs are 
made from cloth or other flexible material and 
stuffed with a suitable material. Such dolls may 

10 be in the form of conventional "baby" dolls, or 
may be in the form of golliwogs, or even toy 
animals, such as bears. 

In such dolls, the features are usually provided 
on a flat face portion either in the form of 

1 5 markings directly printed or drawn on the face 
portion or of small pieces of felt or other material 
which are sewn onto the face portion. In either 
case, it is, of course, to give the face of the doll 
only one expression, usually one in which the doll 

20 appears to be awake and smiling. This of course 
limits the attractiveness of the doll to a small child 
who wishes it to imitate more closely a real baby, 
or bear for example. It is therefore an object of the 
present invention to provide a doll the facial 

25 expression of which can be changed by a child at 
will. 

The present invention accordingly consists in a 
doll having a face portion and provided with a 
plurality of separate face elements each carrying 

30 or being adapted to carry markings indicating - 
facial features of various types, and/or in various 
expressions, each said element being adapted to 
be removably affixed to said doll so as to cover 
the face portion thereof with the markings 

35 exposed. 

As previously stated, the invention is 
particularly applicable to rag dolls and it will be 
hereinafter described in more detail with 
reference to such a doll. It will be appreciated, 

40 however, that it can equally be applied to dolls 
made of a relatively hard material, such as a 
plastics material. The separate face elements can 
in this case each consist of a piece of cloth 
shaped so as to fit over and cover the face portion 

45 of the doll. At least some of the separate face 
elements provided preferably already carry 
markings to indicate the features, for example, the 
markings on one may indicate the features in a 
laughing expression while another indicates the 

50 features in a crying expression. The different 
expressions can be indicated by very simple 
variations in the markings. Preferably, a supply of 
blank face elements is also included, on which the 
features can be inserted by the child herself using 

55 one or more marking implements, for example 
crayons or felt tips, which may be of different 
colours and which are preferably also supplied 
with the doll. 

In addition to, or instead of face elements 

60 carrying facial features in various expressions, 
face elements can be provided carrying markings 
representing the faces of different characters, for 
example animals, such as a cat, dog, mouse, or 
lion, or mythical creatures such as a "gonk", or 



65 fictional characters such as, for example, 
Pinocchio. Suitable clothing for each of the 
respective characters can also be provided, if 
desired. 

While the individual face elements carrying the 

70 features may be applied to the face portion of the 
doll in any suitable manner, provided that this 
enables them to be quickly put on and removed, it 
is preferred to use a burr-type fastening material 
such as that which is marketed under the Trade 

75 Name "Valero". When this is used, one part of the 
Valero combination can be fixed around the 
periphery of the face portion of the doll either so 
as to entirely surround the face portion or in two 
or more spaced patches, and the co-operating 

80 part applied to the perimeter of each of the face 
elements, so as to be in register with the 
corresponding part of the face portion of the doll. 
In use, a face element can then be easily attached 
to the doll merely by applying it to the face 

85 portion and pressing the two parts of the Valero 
into contact. 

Although the burr-type Valero fastening is 
preferred, any other fastening can be used which 
enables the face elements to be quickly and easily 

90 fixed to and removed from the face portion of the 
doll. Examples of such alternative fastenings are 
' press studs arranged around the periphery of the 
face portion and magnetic fastenings consisting 
of a permanent magnetic material arranged on 

95 one of the parts to be connected and a magnetic 
material arranged on the other part. 

If desired, the head, and/or arms, and/or legs of 
the doll can all be formed as separate portions 
connectable to the trunk of the doll by means of 

1 00 Valero or other releasable fastening (such as the 
press studs or magnetic fastenings referred to 
above), so that a child can actually build up the 
doll from its component parts. If desired, sets of 
the different parts can be provided, for example, 

1 05 sets of legs differently coloured to indicate 

different stockings. A set of different heads can 
also be provided so that the same body can be 
used for, for example, dolls of different nationality. 
If desired, the head and trunk may be permanently 

1 1 0 fixed together to form a single unit, only the limbs 
being separable. In order to assist the child, each 
limb and its respective position on the trunk may 
be similarly numbered or otherwise individually 
marked, e.g. the right arm and its position on the 

1 1 5 right shoulder of the trunk both bearing the 
number "1" and so on. 

As an additional feature, the two parts of a 
Valero or other connection may be fixed to each 
of the two hands so that the hands can be joined 

1 20 together in an attitude of prayer. As will be 

explained below, this is necessary if the doll is to 
double as a swan in which case the parts of the 
fastening are preferably arranged on the palm of 
one hand and the back of the other. 

125 The doll can, of course, be provided with 

clothes which can be removed and changed, for 
example, night attire can be provided fcr the do'l 
when it has its "sleeping" face and day clothes for 



use when the face is changed to a waking 
expression. 

In order to increase the flexibility of the joint 
when the head or a limb is removably attached to 
5 the body by means of a Valcro-type or other two- 
part connection, one part of the connection may 
be directly attached to the trunk or the member, 
while the other part of the connection is fixed to 
one face of a tab which is permanently fixed to 1 
1 0 the other part to be joined. Tha base of the tab 
thus forms a hinge. Even when the head or a 
member is to be permanently (non-removably) 
joined to the trunk, the use of such a tab is still 
advantageous from the point of view of flexibility, 
1 5 the tab in this case being permanently attached to 
the two pieces to be joined. 

Dolls in accordance with the present invention 
can have a form such that they can readily be 
converted to a model of a swan, goose, or similar 
20 long-necked swimming bird, or of a bird such as a 
pelican, spoonbill, flamingo, shoebill, or stock, in 
the sitting position. For this purpose, the foot ' 
portion of one, or preferably both legs is shaped 
and coloured to represent a bird's head and beak. 
25 This can easily be done in such a way that the 
beak looks like the front portion of a clog, slipper 
or other footwear, when the doll is being used as 
a doll. Alternatively, the feet can be provided with 
removable slippers; this is, of course, essential if 
30 only one foot is shaped to form the bird's head. 
In one form of such a convertible doll, the head 
and legs are detachably connected to the trunk 
preferably by means of a Valcro-type connection 
means, whilst the arms are preferably 
35 permanently secured to the trunk, preferably 

using the hinged-tab form of connection referred 
- - to above. The hand ends of the two arms are also 
provided with a Valcro-type or other detachable 
connection, one part of the connection being 
40 located on the palm of one hand and the other 
part of the connection on the back of the other 
hand. 

When it is desired to convert the doll to a swan 
or the like, the doll is undressed, the legs and 

45 head removed, a leg terminating in the bird's head 
is fixed at right-angles to the trunk with the beak 
facing outwards, and the arms are brought 
together to surround and hold in position the leg 
forming the neck and head of the swan, the two 

oO arms being joined at the hands by the Valero or 
like connection means provided. Alternatively, 
Valero patches may be arranged on the palms' of 
both hands to co-operate with patches on the 
sides of the neck of the swan. In this way a 

:>5 representation of the swan or other bird in a 
swimming position is formed. 

A doll according to the present invention 
having both feet shaped as birds' heads can also 
be arranged to form two swans, one carrying the 

SO other on its back. In this case, the head and limbs 
are all left in position on the trunk, the head and 
limbs being connected to the trunk by hinged 
tabs, and preferably permanently connected to 
the trunk. In order to convert the doll to two 

5 swans, or like birds, the doll is placed face 



downwards, the two legs are bent upwardly and 
twisted round one another, the arms are passed 
around the two necks and secured to each other 
at the hands, and finally, the head is bent 
70 backwards into the space between the arms and 
the necks. This produces a representation of two 
swans or the like in which one is carried on the 
back of the other. 

If desired, the head alone can be used to form a 
75 representation of an animal. For example, if a face 
element representing a cat's face is fixed to a 
doll's head provided with hair in the form of two 
plaits, the ends of the plaits can be brought 
forward oven an arm or leg to produce a 
80 representation of a cat sitting on a branch, the 
branch being represented by the arm or leg 
portion and the claws of the cat by the ends of the 
plaits. 

Two or more dolls of different colours and each 
85 consisting of a trunk (which may have the arms 
permanently attached thereto), and a separable 
head, legs, and if required, arms, and with at least 
two different face elements (e.g. indicating a 
smiling and a crying face), may be used in 
90 conjunction with a pack of special cards, to play a 
simple assembly game which chlildren find 
attractive. 

The cards have plain backs but for each doll, a 
number of cards equal to the number of 
95 component parts of the doll and printed in the 
colour of the doll, is provided. Thus when each 
doll has a trunk with arms permanently attached, 
two removable legs, a removable head, and two ' 
face elements, the number of cards will be six. 
1 00 Each card is provided on both its back and front 
faces with a different number up to the total 
number of cards. If desired, in order to provide for 
two different games, two different numbers may 
be provided on each card, located at the top and 
05 bottom thereof. A different game can thus be 
played using either the top or the bottom 
numbers. 

In play, the cards are laid out backs up, and the 
components of the dolls are also laid out between 

110 the players. Each player in turn calls out a 

number, the card bearing this number is turned 
over and if it carries a representation of a 
component of his or her doll, he takes the 
component and adds it to whatever components 

115 he or she may already have. If, however, the card 
on being turned over, shows a component of an 
opponent's doll, that opponent receives the 
corresponding component. The game is won by 
the player first completing a doll. Of course, the 

1 20 game can be played with the cards alone without 
the actual components of the dolls being used. If 
desired, the cards may be held securely when 
placed on a base, by a Valcro-type, or magnetic 
detachable connection. 

125 ^ The invention will now be further described 
with reference to the drawings, in which: — 

Figure 1 is a schematic view of the front of a 
doll according to the invention; 

Figures 2 and 3 are front views of different race 

1 30 elements for use with the doll of Figure 1 ; 



GB 2 013 508 A 3 



Figure 4 is a back view of the face element of 
Figure 2; 

Figure 5 is a perspective view of an enlarged 
scale of part of a leg of a doll according to the 
5 invention, showing a hinged-tab joint; 

Figure 6 is a front view of a doll in accordance 
with the invention adapted to be converted to a 
swan, showing the components thereof 
separated; and 

1 o Figure 7 is a perspective view of the 

components of the doll of Figure 6 assembled to 
form a swan. 

Referring to Figure 1 , the doll illustrated is of 
conventional rag doll form and is provided with a 

1 5 fabric face portion 1 0 which is preferably blank as 
illustrated, but may, if desired, be provided with 
markings to indicate the features in a particular 
expression, e.g. whilst asleep. The expression can 
be changed by applying to the face portion 1 0, 

20 one of the face elements 1 1 shown in Figures 2 
and 3, that shown in Figure 2 showing a waking 
expression, and that in Figure 3 a crying 
expression. The elements 1 1 are shaped to fit 
over the face portion 1 0. Other similarly shaped 

25 elements 1 1 can be provided in which the front 
side is blank and onto which features in any 
desired expression or grimace can be drawn by 
the child playing with the doll. The face elements 
1 1 are made of cloth, or other flexible material. 

30 As shown in Figure 1 , three patches 1 2 of one 
part of a burr-type fastening material such as . 
"Valero" are arranged in spaced relationship 
around the periphery of the face portion 1 0. The 
back of each of the face elements 1 1 is, as shown 

35 in Figure 4, provided with three corresponding 
patches 1 3 of the other part of the fastening 
material, so that when the back of a face element 
1 1 is applied to the doll to cover the face portion 
1 0, the patches 1 3 come into contact with the 

40 patches 1 2 and the fastening material holds the 
face element in place on the face portion. When it 
is desired to change the doll's expression, the face 
element 1 1 is pulled off the face portion 1 0 to 
break the connection between the two parts of 

45 the fastening material, and a face element 

showing the features in a different expression is 
fixed onto the face portion. 

While it is preferred to use a burr-type 
fastening material, such as Valero, to removably 

50 hold the face element on the face portion of the 
doll, other fastening means can be used, provided 
that they allow a face element 1 1 to be easily 
affixed to and removed from the face portion 10. 
For example, press studs could be used in place of 

55 the Valero patches 12, 13, or permanent magnets 
could be inserted in the face portion 10 to replace 
the patches 1 2 and patches of a magnetic 
material fixed to the backs of the face elements in 
the place of the patches 1 3. 

60 At least some of the head and limbs of the doll 
may be removably attached to the trunk, as 
indicated by dotted lines 1 4 in Figure 1 . Here 
again, a Valcro-type fastening is preferably used, 
but other types of readily separable fastening, 

65 such as magnetic fastening, as referred to above, 



can alternatively be used. The two parts of the 
Valero or other fastening may be fixed directly to 
the end of the neck or limb, and to the trunk 
respectively, but preferably, as shown in Figure 5, 

70 a hinged joint is used to increase the flexibility of 
the joint. Figure 5 shows such an attachment for a 
leg. A patch 1 4 of one part of a Valero or other 
fastening material is fixed directly to the trunk 1 5 
of the doll at the point at which the leg is to be 

75 attached, whilst a patch 1 6 of the other part of 
the fastening material is fixed to one side of a tab 
1 7 connected at its base to the leg 1 8. The actual 
position of the tab with respect to the leg will be 
determined by the direction in which the leg is to 

80 P^ot with respect to the trunk. Such a tab can 
also be used to make a permanent hinged 
connection of the head or a limb to the trunk. 

A form of doll according to the invention which 
is adapted to be converted into a model of a 

85 swimming swan when required is shown in 
Figures 6 and 7. As shown in Figure 6, the doll 
consists of a trunk portion 1 9 having arms 20 
permanently connected thereto, preferably by 
hinged joints using tabs as shown in Figure 5. At 

90 the hand ends, the arms 20 are provided with co- 
operating patches 2 1 respectively of the two 
parts of a burr-type fastening material, one patch 
being on the palm of one hand and the other 
patch on the back of the other hand. The doll is 

95 provided with a separable head 22 and legs 23, 
these preferably being attached by a burr-type 
fastening, if desired using tabs as shown in 
Figure 5. In Figure 6, the head and one leg are 
shown separated from the trunk. The feet 24 of 
1 00 the doll are shaped and coloured to represent the 
head of a swan. 

In order to convert the doll to a swan, the head 
and legs are removed and also any clothes that 
the doll may be wearing. One of the legs is then 
1 05 affixed to the trunk by means of its tab 1 7 and an 
additional co-operating patch 25 with its foot 
upwards and facing away from the trunk, to 
represent the head and neck of the swan. The two 
arms are now brought forward to surround the 
1 1 0 neck and hold it upright, the hands being fixed 
together by means of the Valero patches 2 1 . 
When so joined, the arms represent the wings of 
the bird. The final result is shown in Figure 7. 
The dolls of the present invention may be made 
1 1 5 of any suitable material, but stuffed soft materials, 
such as a cloth or velvet material, are preferred. 
The material may be of any colour; for example, a 
pink material may be used to imitate flesh. The 
doll may be provided with hair of any suitable 
1 20 material, which may, if desired, be one which can 
be brushed or combed. The material used for the 
body and limbs of the doll may itself represent 
clothing (as in conventional golliwogs), or the doll 
may be provided with removable clothing. The 
125 stuffing used can be soft plastics material or even 
seeds. 

It will be appreciated that the forms of doll 
which can be converted into a swan or swans, do 
not necessarily have to be provided with the 
1 30 replaceable face elements nor the face portion 
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with the means for attaching the elements 
thereto. In this case, a permanent face will be 
provided on the face portion of the doll. 

Claims 

1. A doll having a face portion and provided 
with a plurality of separate face elements each 
carrying or being adapted to carry markings 
indicating facial features of various types, and/or 
in various expressions, each -said element being 
adapted to be removably affixed to said doll so as 
to cover the face portion thereof. 

2. A doll as claimed in Claim 1 , wherein at least 
some of said separate face elements are blank, 
but are adapted to have markings drawn, or 
otherwise formed thereon. 

3. A doll as claimed in Claim 1 or Claim 2, 
wherein each of said separate face elements 
comprises a piece of cloth or other flexible 
material shaped so as to fit over and cover the 
face portion of said doll. 

4. A doll as claimed in any one of the preceding 
Claims, wherein said separate face elements are 
adapted to be removably affixed to said doll by 
means of a burr-type fastening material, one part 

25 of said material being carried by said face portion 
whilst each of said separate face elements carries 
the other part of said material. 

5. A doll as claimed in Claim 4, wherein at least 
one area of said one part of said burr-type 
fastening material is arranged adjacent the 
periphery of said face portion whilst a respective 
registry area or areas of the other part of said 
f'jstening material is or are arranged on each of 
said separate face elements. 

6. A doll as claimed in any one of the preceding 
Ciaims, wherein the head and/or arms and/or legs, 
are removably connected to the trunk thereof. 

7. A doll as claimed in Claim 6, wherein the 
head and/or arms and/or legs are removably 
connected to the trunk by a burr-type fastening 
material. 

8. A doll as claimed in Claim 7, wherein the 
two parts of the burr-type fastening material are 
respectively directly fixed to the two portions of 
the doll to be connected. 

9. A doll as claimed in Claim 7, wherein one 
part of the burr-type fastening material is directly 
fixed to one of the portions of the doll to be 
connected thereby, whilst the other part of the 
fastening material is fixed to a tab permanently 
flexibly connected to the other portion of the doll 
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to be connected by the fastening material, 
thereby to provide a flexible joint between the two 
portions of the doll to be connected. 

1 0. A doll as claimed in any one of the 
preceding Claims, wherein the palm side of the 
hand end of one arm of the doll is adapted to be 
removably connected to the back of the hand end 
of the other arm thereof. 

1 1 . A doll as claimed in Claim 1 0, wherein said 
hand ends are adapted to be removably 
connected by a burr-type fastening. 

1 2. A doll as claimed in any one of the 
preceding Claims, wherein at least one of the feet 
of the doll is shaped and patterned to represent 
the head and beak of a swan or other long-necked 
bird. 

1 3. A doll as claimed in Claim 1 2, as 
dependent on any of Claims 6 to 9, wherein the 

70 head and legs of said doll are removably 

connected to the trunk thereof, whilst the arms 
are permanently connected to the trunk. 

1 4. A doll as claimed in Claim 1 3, wherein the 
arms are connected to the trunk by hinged joints. 

1 5. A doll as claimed in Claim 1 2, wherein the 
head and limbs of the doll are ail permanently 
connected to the trunk thereof by hinged joints. 

1 6. A doll substantially as hereinbefore 
described with reference to and as shown in 
Figures 1 to 5, or Figures 6 and 7, of the 
drawings. 

1 7. A doll having the limbs and head flexibly or 
removably connected to the trunk, at least one of 
said legs having its foot shaped and patterned to 
represent the head and beak of a swan, or other 
long-necked bird, and the hands of said doll being 
removably connectable together, the arrangement 
being such that said doll can be converted into a 
representation of a swan or other long-necked 
bird in which said one leg represents the neck of 
the bird, the trunk represents its body and the 
arms when connected together to surround said 
one leg, its wings, or where both feet are shaped 
and patterned to represent the head of a swan or 
other long-necked bird, into a representation of 
two birds one supported on the other's back, the 
two legs representing the necks of the birds, the 
trunk representing the body of the lower bird, the 
arms connected together representing the wings 
of the lower bird, and the head when bent at the 
neck to insert into the space between the arms 
and the upper surface of the trunk, representing 
the body of the upper bird. 



75 



80 



85 



90 



95 



100 



Printed for Her Majesty's Stationery Office by the Courier Press. Leamington Spa. 1979. Published by the Patent Office. 
25 Southampton Buildings, London. WC2A 1 AY. from which copies may be obtained. 



ht u jl u u v yj 




2013503 




CAT A/ ★ P36 89-294906/41 ★FR 26?7-3P8-A 

DOU with interchangeable covers threaded over head - covers 
having different colour hair, eyes, skin and expressions and fixed on 
head 

CATALANO M 22.02.88-FR-002331 
(25.0S.C9) A63h-03/02 
22.02.88 as 002331 (1120MM) 

The doH has a head on which a cover, which has a face, hair, pars 
and nose on it, is threaded. The cover is made of fabric. Many 
different covers are used which have different combinations of hair 
skin and eye colours and expressions. 

The cover is held on the head by a slide clasp fastener, elastic 
strips of hooked pile fasteners, buttons or cords. The base of the 
cover has a collar. 

ADVANTAGE - The appearance of the doll can be varied (4nn 
Dwg.No.1/3) - ^ 
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(54; Poupee a cagoules faciales interchangeables. 



La presente invention consiste en une poupee d ci joules 
faciales interchangeables. munie de deux bras, deux jsmbes. 
un corps, une tete, tete sur laquelle est enfilee una . goule 
portant un v.sage. des cheveux. des oreilies, un nez. li y a 
BL-snt de cagoules que de combinaisons de couleurs de 
cheveux. de peaux. d'yeux. et ^expression de visage. La 
cagoule est maintenue a la tftte. 

Ce produit est destine a tous ceux qui aiment Ies pcupees. 
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POUPEE A CAGOULES FACIALES INTERCHANGEABLE? 

La vresente invention consiste en une poupee de chiffons dont le 
visage reproduit sur une cagoule peut etre change .pour en transformer 
1 'expression . 

Jusgu'c aujourd'hui, les poupees n'avaient qu'un visage, dormeur 
ou eveille, avec ou sans vraies larmes, ... , mais aucune n'avait ca- 
pacite de changer rapidement et rabicalement d 'expression: de passer du 
gros chagrin avec les cheveux en bataille, au grand sourire, bien coiffee 
a la sagesse de la chinoise. . .etc. 

La presente invention permet de pallier a ce mai.que: 
II s'agit en effet, d'une poupee en chiffon avec un corps, deux 
bras, deux jasnbes, une tete, tete sur laquelle va etre enfilee la cagou- 
le. Cette cagoule aura des cheveux, des yeux, un nez, des oreilles. Cha- 
que cagoule portere une expression differente, de maniere a avoir une 
poupee radieuse, moqueuse, coquine, pleureuse, ...etc. II y aura autant 
de cagoules que de combinaisons de couleurs de cheveux, de peaux, d'yeux 
et d ' expresssions de visage. 

La cagoule sera solidaire de la poupee grace a une fermeture a glissien) 
ou un elastique, or une bande velcro, ou des boutons , ou un cordon, ...etc. 
Une collerette a le base de la cagoule, ov les cheveux masqueront cet 
element. 

Les dessins annexes -lluszrer.t l'invention: 
La figure 01 montie la cagoule que 1'on va e.ifiler sur la tite de 2c. 
poupee. 

La figure 02 montre la cagoule sur la tete de la pc::pee. 

La figure 03 montre la cagoule avec des visages souiiant, pleurant, coquin 

chinois, naturel. 

Un mode de realisation consiste a faire une poupee de chiffons avec 
deux bras, deux jambes, un corps et ur.e tete, ensuite de faire une cagoule 
en tissu sur lequel on peint deux yeux noirs souriants, une bouche ouverte 
avec le sourire, deux pcpnettes rouges, des petites oreilles roses, sur le- 
quelle on coud de longs cheveux blonds dans lesque's on porte des noeuds. 
A la base de la cagoule est cousu un elastique et une collerette. 

La poupee, dans tous ses elements, pourra etre elaborate a pzrtir 
de tout materiau existant ou a venir, en' particulier avec du tissu. 

Ce produit est destine a tous ceux qui aiment les poupees. 
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02 

REVENDICA 7 IONS 

1) Dispositif caracterise en ce qu'il consiste en une poupee a cagoules 
faciales interchangeables , munies de deux bras, deux jambes, ur. corps, 
et une t£te, tSte sur laquelle est enfilee une cagoule portant un vi- 
sage, des cbeveux, des oreilles, un nez. 

2) Dispositif selon la revendication 01 caracterise par 1 'existence 
OS d'autant de types de cagoules que de comb inai sons de c?-\*.eurs de cbe- 
veux, de peaux, d'yeux, et >d ' expression de visage. 

3) Dispositif selon la revendication 01 caracterise par le maintien de 
la cagoule sur la tete de la poupee assure par une fermeture a glis- 
siere, ou un elastique, xftr une bande velcro, ou des boutons , ou' un cor- 

10 don, — etc. 

4) Dispositif selon la revendication 01 caracterise par une collerette 
a la base de la cagoule. 
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